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The Spruce Mountain conservation parcel comprises sec-
tions of Chestnut Mountain, Beech Ridge, Middle Mountain,
and Spruce Mountain. From Spruce Lake Retreat, hikers can
cross Rt. 447 to Gravel Preserve and on to Mount Wismer,
both open space owned by Barrett Township.

Visible from the trail,
% stone remnants of
= the Nick Mill still

' = line the banks of
Dry Run, just over the boundary line of Buck Hill property. The

passage.
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Thanks partially to a grant from Monroe County Open , left hi$t0|'ica| mal’kS Nick M|_II dates back to the period of the Civil War. Elsewhere on
Space, the 398-acre Spruce Mountain Conservation that give us glimpses  Buck Hill property, Margaret’s Falls was also the site of a water-

) i i i i PORCUPINE CHEW i owered saw mill. Logs from a mill on Buck Hill Creek, west of
Easement boasts a newly improved 3-mile trail that begins into the past. P - LOg iion '
at the Chestnut Mt. trailhead, as well as a bridge over MARKS ON SIGN Rt. 191, moved by way of a gravity railroad to a lumberyard near
Griscom Run. Mountainhome Methodist Church, where it was sold or drawn by

horses to Cresco Train Station.

WHY THE GRASS?

A 2019 Trail Easement and Maintenance Agreement among VE LMA PRICE S PURC HASE

Spruce Lake Retreat, the Buck Hill Conservation Foundation

(which holds the easement), and Buck Hill Falls Co. (owner In 1932 Velma C. Price signed her
of the land) enables hikers to trek the Buck Hill property and name on the deed to purchase 341
descend to Spruce Lake Retreat, where trail markers direct acres of Spruce Mountain property
them back on to Buck Hill Falls property. at a tax sale for only $36.34. It was

a time when women rarely owned
property, and her husband Bill was
wise to see it as a good investment.
In 1946 she sold it to Buck Hill Falls
Company for $15,200. Velma lived
to be 106 years old.

THE ROAD NOT TRAVELED
(ANYMORE)

Piles of stones tell stories. The row of stones just before the
Nick mill site are echoes of what probably started as a mid-
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The grassland at the Spruce Mt. overlook is puzzling in the midst
of the forested terrain. Why is it there? The answer is with sheep.
. X - As late as the 1950s, a farmer sent his grazing sheep from the
1800s log skid road for the Nick Mill. By World War I, the path site of what is now known as Middlebrook Farm on Rt. 447, up

had become a Barrett Township road that fell into disuse as the ;
A X ! the steep slopes of Spruce Mountain. As many of 700 sheep once - -
few tenants and their cabins disappeared. grazed there. Mission: “To preserve and

SPRUCE LAKE RETREAT SKIING SPRUCE MT.? protect land in and around

Buck Hill Falls, to promote the
The BHCF and Buck Hill Company thank the leadership of health of the local forest and
Spruce Lake for joining in a cross-easement agreement that

enables hikers to descend water shed, and to foster

Spruce Mountain. Founded 5 appreciation of the area’s

by the Mennonites, the camp

opened its doors in 1963. natural beauty. "
With its purchase of Spruce
Mountain in 2017, the now
888-acre camp welcomes
Christian and corporate
groups to explore a deeper
faith in God through Jesus
Christ. Please respect the

retreat’s property.

In the early 1960s, Buck Hill ski enthusiasts
eyed Spruce Mountaln as the site for a ski
area. With a vision to purchase the Stone
property for the lodge and the Vogt farm
property for a base, planners moved in ma-
chinery to rough out a trial ski slope, shown
in green on the map.

The plan was to shuttle skiers from the Vogt
farm base to the Stone property proposed
lodge by way of Rt. 191. With the Camelback
Ski Corporation, formed in 1962, spelling

out plans for its resort, Buck Hill dropped its
dream of the Spruce Mt. ski area.

Support the Buck Hill Conservation Foundation

www.buckhillconservation.org
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